ACADEMIC FOCUS: ELEMENTARY

A Goshen Community Schools

5th GradeLearner
displays ...

By 5th grade in all elementary schools, each student will:
• demonstrate strong, varied skills in reading, writing, mathematics, social studies andscience
• develop the ability to solve open-ended problems by thinking critically and creatively
• master the tasks promoting student inquiry into topics and
choose how to demonstrate what is learned
• show the ability to work individually and with groups to
support conclusions
• understand how work skills and technology skills relate to
school academics skills
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• display self-regulation, motivation, work ethic,cultural
awareness, and good attendance
• show personal growth in and appreciation for visual arts,
music, and physical education
• explore the concept of career pathways, post high school
possibilities, and the use of technology in the workplace
• show acceptable progress on annual statewidetests
• understand the opportunities available to select appropriate educational pathways

Waterford Elementary

Dual Language Immersion
65560 State Road 15

(574) 533-6811

Dual Language Immersion at Waterford:
Education that challenges. Students are
academically challenged from the very beginning
of their education, as they develop second
language skills. Over the course of the dual
language curriculum, students achieve high
proficiency in their immersion language.
Education for all. The Dual Language Immersion
program serves both native English speakers and
native Spanish speakers. The English speaking
teacher uses half of the instructional day to teach
English language arts as well as science, social
studies, and mathematics. The Spanish speaking
teacher uses the other half of the day to teach
Spanish literacy, mathematics and portions of
social studies and science. All lesson plans are a
collaborative effort between the English-speaking
teacher and theSpanish-speaking teacher.
Education that prepares. Dual Language
Immersion students perform as well as or better
than non-immersion students on standardized
tests in English. Additionally, immersion students
are better prepared for the global community
and job markets, where 21st century skills are an
asset.
Education that develops the whole child. Dual
Language Immersion students typicallydevelop
greater cognitive flexibility, demonstrating
increased attention control, better memory,
and superior problem-solving skills, as well as
an enhanced understanding of their primary
language.
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Education with cultural competency. Dual
Language Immersion students are moreaware
of and generally show more positive attitudes
towards other cultures, and an appreciation of
other people.
Program Goals
• Develop bilingualism, biliteracy, and
biculturalism in Spanish and English.
• Achieve grade level or higher academic
progress in Spanish andEnglish.
• Participate in a rigorous academic program
that will increase student achievement, and
prepare students for a global society.
Learning atWaterford
The Benefits of Dual Language Immersion
• Language Skills: Students achieve high
proficiency in the immersion language, and
a deeper understanding of their primary
language.

•
•
•

Cognitive Skills: Students in immersion
programs typically develop better criticalthinking skills and problem-solving skills.
Cultural Competency: Immersion
students develop an appreciation for and
an understanding of diverse cultures.
Long-Term Benefits: Immersion students
are better prepared for the global
community and job markets where
bilingualism and biliteracy are assets.

Waterford’s Vision

Waterford works with parents and the Goshen
community to ensure that all children learn in
a nurturing, engaging and safe environment for
learning and discovery.

Academics and High Quality Work
The Dual Language Immersion
Program serves both native English
speakers and native Spanishspeakers.
The Dual Language 50/50 model uses
two teachers; one teacher instructs
exclusively in Spanish for half of the
day, and the other teacher instructs
exclusively in English the other half of
the day.
Waterford Elementary began
incorporating a Dual Language
Immersion Program for kindergarteners
in the fall of 2017. Upon the completion
of the first year, Waterford will offer
Dual Language Immersion to a new
class of kindergarten students and
continue dual instruction for the
kindergarteners moving to 1st grade.
Moving forward each year in this
manner, Waterford will add one grade
level per year until eventually Dual
Language Immersion is offered to
Waterford students at every grade level.
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Frequently asked questions
Regarding our Learning Pathways
Q:Will the individual learning pathways be
transferable from elementary to middle school
to high school?
A: Each learning pathway is built on an inquirybased learning model which will allow for
student transitions from one level of education
to the next, regardless the pathway they have
taken. The five pathways at the elementary
level will transfer to the two pathways at the
middle school. Goshen High School pathways
will likely follow the pathway selections at the
middle school level, but those are intended to be
transferable by nature of the learning methods
used.
Q: Will families need to attend the school in
their neighborhood or will they have the option
to pick other elementary schools with other
learning pathway curriculums?
A: Goshen Community Schools has historically
allowed “transfer” options from neighborhood
schools to other schools in the district. This
option will remain in place.
Q: How do parents decide whichlearning
pathways are best for their children?
A: Parents should research the dynamics of each
pathway and determine which may best fit their
child, or consider the learning outcomes desired
for their children. Since all pathways are inquirybased and transferable from one educational
level to the next, no pathway will be of less value
than another.
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Q: Will GCS address transportation needs if
families select an elementary school beyond
their neighborhood school?
A: For now, no. Unfortunately, GCS will not be
able to consider all the specific transportation
needs for all families. With new pathways still in
the beginning stages, it will take some time to
assess the level of transportation needs based
on family school selection. Once the district
has a better sense of transportation needs,
consideration will be given to how they can best
address this issue.
Q:What does a “school within aschool” mean
for Goshen Middle School?
A: The New Tech and Middle Years Program of
International Baccalaureate will be separate
“schools within a school,” breaking down the
overall size of GMS into two smaller learning
communities. This will result in stronger
relationships between teachers and students.
Each school will have its own principal, assistant
principal, school counselors, and teachers,
although there will be some teachers who teach
in both schools.
Q: Can students leave one school and learning
pathway option to attend another while still in
elementary school?
A: Yes. All pathways are inquiry based in terms of
learning and utilize the same curriculum maps,
allowing for students to successfully transfer
from one school to another.

